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Acknowledgement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
UNAA (NSW) acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
as Australia’s first people and traditional custodians of the land where 
we operate. This land was never ceded. UNAA (NSW) reaffirms its 
commitment to reconciliation and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
justice. 

We pay our respects to the elders past, present, and emerging. UNAA 
(NSW) walks together with First Nations Australians by supporting the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart.
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GREETINGS FELLOW GLOBAL CITIZENS
While reflecting upon our work over the past year, words expressed by the United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres came to mind: “Humanity is strongest when we stand together”. This has proved 
to be the case in UNAA NSW, as with a shared sense of purpose, our strategic pillar leads and teams, 
program managers and volunteers have promoted the work of the UN and delivered on our purpose to 
inform, inspire and engage Australians to create a safer, fairer and more sustainable world for all. I am 
therefore delighted to report that UNAA NSW has experienced another productive year and, in driving 
positive change, thrived while collaboratively working together. 

It has been a privilege to again serve as your President and to work alongside and connect with not only our 
talented UNAA NSW Executive but also our volunteers who give generously of their time and energy as well as 
dedicated supporters and members who are the foundation-stones of our unique Association. It has been inspiring 
to see the comradery shared between many of our fellow global citizens from a diversity of backgrounds who 
have genuinely worked together to empower people to think globally and act locally through events, advocacy, 
education, and ultimately, for the common good; and in the end it is only good that really matters! 

I further extend my deepest appreciation to the Members of the UNAA NSW Advisory Board for their 
contribution to advance our work and notably, done so with a generosity of spirit and goodwill. On behalf 
of UNAA NSW, it was also an honour this year to award the status of UNAA NSW Life Membership to 
Kel Gleeson, Reverend Geoffrey Usher, Lindsay Mel and Paul Malliate for the substantial and positive 
contribution they have made to our Association over an extended period. A few of us worked with the 
recipients over many years and we certainly consider ourselves most fortunate in having done so!

Furthermore, I acknowledge and express special thanks to our Patron, Her Excellency, The Honourable, 
Margaret Beazley AC KC and Mr Wilson for their ongoing support, including hosting a prestigious Reception 
at NSW Government House to mark the 75th Anniversary of the first UN Peacekeeping Mission and the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It is of concern, however, that in the current troubling world 
environment, the UN is facing a wide range of unprecedented challenges and solutions are urgently needed 
to restore peace and security across the globe! 

Yes, the UN has its imperfections. However, in the pursuit of an effective way forward and in completing 
our work, it should not be forgotten that the organisation’s multilateral structure is uniquely value-driven 
with universal membership and the UN Charter, which history has proved reflects the belief that global 
cooperation can be achieved through an international organisation that works for the betterment of all. 
Last September, a UN Summit of the Future was held in New York where notably, world leaders adopted a 
ground-breaking Pact for the Future and forged a new international consensus on how to better deliver at a 
time of profound global transformation and safeguard the future. The President of the UN General Assembly 
noted that the Pact would “lay the foundations for a sustainable, just and peaceful global order – for all 
people and nations”.

Importantly, the Summit further evidences a renewed global commitment to an international system with the 
UN at the centre. This could be considered an historic step forward for the UN and its supporters particularly 
in efforts to meet outstanding commitments and address future challenges more effectively. And, in creating a 
better world for all in the wonderful spirit of humanitarian mateship – the embodiment of UN values!

All the very best and take care,  
Trish.

Dr Patricia Jenkings BA (Hons) PhD (USYD) 
President – UNAA (NSW Division) Inc
Director – UNAA National Board

4   |   UNAA NSW DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT 2023/24

PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD



UNAA NSW DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT  2023/24   |   5

The Hon Anthony Albanese, MP Prime 
Minister of Australia, The Hon Matt 
Thistlethwaite MP & Dr Patricia Jenkings

The Hon Chris Minns MP, Premier of 
NSW & Dr Patricia Jenkings, Chamber 
of Commerce Reception 2023.

The Hon Elizabeth Evatt AC &  
Dr Patricia Jenkings NSW Government 
House December 2023

Crispin Conroy, Director DFAT NSW, Dr 
Michael Warczak OAM, & Dr Patricia 
Jenkings March 2024

 
Mr Tri Vo, Member of Parliament, Dr Patricia Jenkings & 
Guests. Vesak Day Celebrations, March 2024.

NSW Premiers Harmony Dinner 2024: Raymond Tai, Ray Seeto,(Bendigo 
Bank Haymarket), The Hon Steve Kamper MP, Patricia Jenkings & Mateya 
Slobodnik (UNAA NSW Executive Manager), and other invitees

 

Damian Cardona Onses Director UNIC Canberra, Tim Ford AO  
& Dr Patricia Jenkings UNAA NSW Event December 2022

Volvo Ocean Lovers Festival Blue  Solutions  Summit- Carolyn Grant, 
Anita Kolni & Dr Patricia Jenkings March 2024 



Dear valued members and friends of UNAA NSW!

It is my great pleasure to report that 2024 was a year marked by vigorous engagement with our 
members, partners, supporters and all other UNAA NSW’s community shakers and doers, not only to 
address pressing global challenges but also to foster a deeper connection with the values of the United 
Nations right here in New South Wales. From the introspective discussions during the One Voice One 
Humanity event to the bustling energy of the Ocean Lovers Festival at Bondi Beach, each event was a 
testament to the dedication and passion of UNAA NSW leaders and volunteers’ relentless commitment 
to fostering dialogue throughout NSW. 

Additionally, we held our annual UN Day Commemorative Ceremony held at Martin Place, where we 
not only remembered the foundation of the UN but also honoured outstanding contributions made by 
those in service. This service has been a vital part of the division since the early 70s and remains a key 
calendar event. This past year also marked a strengthening of our operational foundations with multiple 
Executive Committee, and Advisory Board meetings helping steer our impact and direction amidst a 
rapidly changing global landscape. As we prepare this annual report, it is a chance to look back on our 
achievements with gratitude and forward to the future with ambition.

The upcoming year promises new opportunities and, undoubtedly, new challenges with a focus on 
strategy, partnership, and pillar-focused community engagement. To all our readers and volunteers, 
come and support our mission, goals and endeavours, we welcome you and look forward to working 
with you. Last, but not least, a very special thank you to everyone who has been part of our journey 
throughout the past FY23/24. Your support fuels our continued commitment to promoting peace, 
prosperity, and sustainability for all.  
 
Sincerely,

Mateya Slobodnik 
Executive Manager, UNAA NSW.
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GLOBAL 
CITIZENSHIP

HUMAN  
RIGHTS

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
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OUR PURPOSE 
Our purpose is to inform, inspire and engage Australians  
to create a safer, fairer, and more sustainable world.

OUR MISSION 
To deliver on our purpose, our mission is to empower  
people, to think globally, and act locally through events, 
advocacy, and education. In all of these initiatives we 
are guided by the United Nations Charter, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Sustainable 
Development Goals, along with other relevant United  
Nations (UN) frameworks and International Days. 

OUR VALUE PROPOSITION
Join the largest network of global citizens engaged in 
the United Nations vision to address common global 
challenges. We are united by a shared commitment 

to act locally to create a safer, fairer, and a more sustainable 
world. Our strategic focus areas are Peace & Security, Global 
Citizenship, Sustainability  and Human Rights. Together we 
can make a difference.  



UNAA NSW SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM
The UN Day School Program is an initiative of the United Nations Association Australia - NSW Division. 
Launched in 2021, the school program invites local schools and communities to become UNAA NSW’s 
education partners of change. Schools and school-aged children are encouraged to engage in learning 
activities that aim at giving young people the agency to be future changemakers.

To promote awareness in schools of the work of the United Nations and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development;  and support Education for Sustainable Development and integration 
of SDGs in the school curriculum. 

The UN Day School Program focuses specifically on Target 4.7 of SDG 4:Quality Education.

Partner schools are encouraged to join in the UN Day celebrations on 24th October 21 local organisations 
including schools registered in 2023. 8 Teachers and approximately 2000 students were engaged in various 
activities promoting the UN values in their schools and the community.

In 2023, the program introduced the Global Changemakers School SDG Challenge. The challenge was 
developed in collaboration with our education partner, Edu-fy. Schools were invited to submit team projects 
that demonstrated the student’s vision of what the world would look like in 2030.           

8   |   UNAA NSW DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT 2023/24

GOAL

https://gem-report-2019.unesco.org/chapter/monitoring-progress-in-sdg-4/sustainable-development-and-global-citizenship-target-4-7/


Creative submissions were invited in both primary and secondary categories. Projects were judged on 
how the students utilised their critical thinking and analytical skills to find a solution for their chosen SDG 
challenge.      

An important aspect of the challenge was also to give students a chance to develop their social skills 
and work with the community. Free Teacher webinars were held for schools to support them with ideas in 
preparing for the challenge. 

Prominent people from various fields were invited as speakers at the webinars. 

Partner schools were invited to showcase their sustainability projects at the One Voice One Humanity Next 
Gen event hosted by the UNAA NSW Human Rights team in collaboration with the UN Day school program. 
Finalists were awarded trophies and certificates by our President Dr. Patricia Jenkings and Shaista Khan, 
Director UN Day School Program. 
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UNAA NSW GLOBAL CHANGEMAKERS 
SCHOOL AWARD WINNERS:
PRIMARY CATEGORY:  
Living School Lismore 
Project title: Climate Change your tune

Living School, Lismore won the award for their submission

‘Climate Change Your Tune’ which was a song written and composed by the students following research 
and community rehabilitation after the devastating floods in 2022.

SECONDARY SCHOOL CATEGORY:  
St.Euphemia College, Bankstown

Project Title: Building school libraries for quality education

The school united their community and the wider community to build two libraries for two disadvantaged 
communities using shipping containers.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nvRS5tqyioxO009lIicvMVfyVYJdeAZu/view
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6x9s63cqwnlk376eijmne/Changemakers-Full_2.mp4?rlkey=ljgslnd15n9w60yjvql8ede9p&e=1&dl=0


TESTIMONIALS
 

Thank you very much for allowing our students to shine on such an incredible 
stage. It means so much to them, our school community and local community. 

These opportunities  fuel their passion for advocacy and action, and their renewed sense 
of purpose is palpable. I’m so appreciative that we were able to be part of such an 
inspiring event. 

Emma Wilson, Teacher Living School

Participating in the UN Day School program was a remarkable experience that left 
an everlasting impression on me. Engaging with students from various schools 

allowed us to exchange ideas on global change. Through collaboration, we not only 
presented our ideas but enhanced them collectively. It felt like such an accomplishment 
to take actionable steps and inspire others through our presentations, contributing to 
meaningful impact worldwide. While communicating with other students, we were also 
able to form new friendships. This opportunity was unforgettable as we were able to truly 
impact the world and change the perspectives of many as to what else we can do to make 
sure peace, happiness and health are the prime values on our globe.

Tiana, Year 9 -St. Euphemia College
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Providing the opportunity for students to learn and engage with global issues, establishes 
responsibility, and showcases global harmony to the pupils.

The UN Day school program educates students on global issues and encourages students to develop 
critical thinking ideas addressing real-world problems. This program overall, inspires students to 
imagine and participate in the making of a positive impact on this world. I, like many other people, were 
encouraged to participate in different plans to improve our world, on the scale of a local community or 
a global scale. This has showcased how we can take initiative and the steps we can take to change the 
world to be a better place.

Wendy - Year 9 - St. Euphemia College

The UN SDG school days capture the head, heart and hands of students to engage in deep 
purposeful learning. We are looking forward to participating in the years to come.

Mr Matthew Panayotopoulos, teacher, St.Euphemia College, Bankstown

The OVOH event highlighted the voices of young people, and youth speakers gave inspiring talks on the 
various initiatives they were working on. School students in the audience were very inspired by the talks and 
excited to be part of a UNAA event.

Students from the Children’s Parliament, Liverpool were also invited to present their experiences on stage. 
The UN Day School program is an ongoing effort to provide NSW schools with an opportunity to learn 
more about the United Nations mission and enthuse future change makers to take action for a fairer, more 
sustainable future for all. 
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THERE ARE 2 WAYS TO PARTICIPATE:

Submit samples of any student work done in the academic year that marks the UN values 
and or relates to the SDGs.

Submit a specific team project for the Global Changemakers School SDG Challenge to 
compete for the UNAA NSW Global Changemaker School Award.

Contact Shaista.khan@unaa.org.au if you would like to support the program as a partner, sponsor 
or volunteer. Schools and educators are invited to join our facebook group. 

The program team is led by Shaista Khan and comprises of dedicated individuals who volunteer their time 
to manage the project and develop learning resources. 

A big thanks to our volunteers Rebecca Atkinson, Manudarshana, Nurma Nita Aprilia, Dr.Cheryle 
Yin-Lo and Laura Curran for their support in 2023. We are also thankful to our partners The Banksia 
Foundation, Edu-fy and Western Sydney University who provide valuable support to the program. NSW 
Schools and organisations/ parents of school-aged children can join the program for free. Register here 
to join the program today and find out more from our webpage. Schools are provided free resources 
upon registration and invited to exclusive events. Support is also provided through online webinars and 
school visits upon request. 

1

2
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP     
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP PILLAR ANNUAL  
SUMMARY – 2023/24

HIGHLIGHTS:
Launched the Zero Hunger in Schools 
Project on 29 June 2023. 

Completed placements with UNAA 
NSW for two high school students from 
CathWest Innovation College. 

Launched our inaugural Quarterly 
Induction Session on 8 August 2023 
and hosted sessions in November 2023, 
February 2024 (see report) and May 2024

Developed report for the 3rd Annual 
Global Citizenship Gathering 2023

On 3/10/23 we ran an event for 20 Social 
Work students from Western Sydney 
University to present their placement 
projects - see Summary Report

Partnered with Dr Talat Uppal from 
Women’s Health Road to provide UNAA 
NSW volunteers to assist with a major 
women’s health initiative  

Coordinated volunteers for the Ocean 
Lovers Festival in March 2024 at Bondi 
Beach – see Volunteer Report, and 
developed a promotional video with our 
video partner, Audienced

1 5

4

3

7

2

6
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JTDxR1NpJvz-p2wHN-hV_lpgKPoJlPSf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19pFOqKHKoWi30lE56i-Bixp8m31hmktR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19pFOqKHKoWi30lE56i-Bixp8m31hmktR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H-hdGQwLM6i9dQmd-Z02U9a2ZmMcc9tF/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xB4vjZX-RAkpAKiIk1bpSg4OPZa5y-aZ/view?usp=sharing


STUDENT & VOLUNTEER PLACEMENT PROGRAM
The Student & Volunteer Placement Program was launched in May 2023, in partnership 
with Western Sydney University (WSU). The initial cohort included 20 Social Work 
students who were supported to design and implement projects to achieve local action 
based on a key Sustainable Development Goal. Other students have since joined 
the program, including 35 WSU Design students and students from the University of 
Newcastle / University of New England, Australian Catholic University and CathWest 
College. The Student & Volunteer Placement Program includes holding Quarterly 
Induction Sessions for new members, volunteers and partners, and plans to produce bi-
annual reports to demonstrate impact and share the learning. 

ZERO HUNGER IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM
The Zero hunger in Schools Program is a partnership between UNAA NSW, Capgemini 
(global IT company) and The Local Community Services Association (NSW peak body for 
neighbourhood and community centres). The program was launched on 29 June 2023 
following a pilot (see Pilot Report) and aims to divert food and goods from landfill to 
children and families in need, using a local circular economy approach through schools 
and community centres. The program is still establishing and primarily aligns with SDG 2: 
Zero Hunger and SDG 12: Sustainable Cities & Communities.

VOLVO OCEAN LOVERS FESTIVAL
UNAA NSW’s strong partnership with the Volvo Ocean Lovers Festival continued with the 
festival held  in March 2024 at Bondi Beach. The Global Citizenship Pillar team hosted 
two online meetups to engage volunteers prior to festival; attracted 115 registered 
volunteers (up 16%); managed 49 volunteers at the festival; and implemented a 
WhatsApp group to better support 69 staff and volunteers during the festival.

We are very proud of Rebecca Ju, a 
UNAA NSW volunteer who was awarded 
the 2023 NSW Young Volunteer of the 
Year Award – learn more about Rebecca! 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwCA247A5LSrJuRWC_wuCpTezFzTSem_/view?usp=sharing
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Raise public awareness of the UN’s role 
in international Peace and Security (UN 
Charter Article 1.1 “Purposes of the UN 
is to maintain international peace and 
security  ….”  

Acknowledge and promote Australia’s 
contributions to international peace and 
security

Promote the value of and contributors to a 
peaceful Australian community 

Promote and support the UN Women 
Peace and Security (WPS) Program

Promote and support he UN Youth Peace 
and Security (YPS) Program 

Encourage appropriate Australian 
government and community responses to 
support International and Australian peace 
and security, including in NSW regional 
areas

PEACE & SECURITY
The focus of the Peace and Security Pillar is to raise awareness of the UN’s role in international Peace and 
Security and to promote the contributors to a safe and peaceful Australian community.

We do this by highlighting UN actions which support international peace and security through: 

PROGRAM AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

1

3

2
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Promote International Day of UN 
Peacekeepers (29th May)

Support Australian Peacekeepers Day 
(14th Sep)

Conduct WPS and YPS event for 
International Day of Peace (21st Sep)- 
within Raising Peace festival

Conduct UN Day Commemorative Service 
in Sydney (24th Oct)

Support the UNAA NSW Schools Program

Conduct or contribute with partners other 
events that arise which support UNAA 
NSW purpose

KEY ACTIVITIES:

1 1

3 3

2 2
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THE FUTURE OF PEACE OPERATIONS:  
16 JULY 2024
On 16th July, the Peace and Security Pillar hosted a presentation by Lisa Sharland from the Stimpson 
Centre on the future of UN peace Operations. Lisa, who has supported the UNAA NSW previously, was 
back in Australia on leave and agreed to present based on the UN projects she is engaged upon.

The event was held from 6.30-8.30pm on WSU’s City Campus.

Lisa’s presentation was well attended and supported by a number of UN Videos of peace operations that 
related to the sphere of influence in which Lisa has expertise.



THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE:  
21 SEPTEMBER, 2023.
UNAA NSW Peace and Security Pillar always contribute to the annual peace festival coordinated by Raising 
Peace around the International Day of peace on the 21st of  September. 

In 2023, The Peace and Security Pillar team ran an online event on the 22nd September to promote both the 
UN Women, Peace and Security Program (WPS) and the Youth Peace and Security program (YPS). 

This included explaining the outcomes of the YPS Seminar conducted on the 20th of September and 
launching the UNAA NSW WPS video 2. This was well received by UNAA NSW members and those 
attending the Raising Peace festival.

INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF UN 
PEACEKEEPERS  
28 MAY, 2024.
To commemorate the International Day of 
UN Peacekeepers, on 28th May the UNAA 
NSW Peace and Security Pillar conducted 
an event at WSU Parramatta. Observed 
under the theme “fit for the future, building 
better together,” this year’s International 
Day looked at the invaluable contributions 
military, police and civilian peacekeepers 
have made over the last seven decades. 

UNAA NSW held a forum consisting of presentations and panel discussions with three Australian 
peacekeepers who had served in the Middle East and Africa. The forum also included video on 
peacekeeping and a message from the UN Secretary General.
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UN DAY COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 
24 OCTOBER 
The anniversary of the formation of the United Nations on the 24th October 1945 is commemorated 
each year as United Nations Day. For over 60 years, the UNAA NSW has conducted a Commemorative 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Cenotaph in Martin Place Sydney to mark United Nations Day.  This 
Commemoration honours the service and sacrifice of all Australians and others, military, police and civilians, 
past and present, on United Nations and other peace and humanitarian actions. 

The 2023 service also celebrated the 75th Anniversary of United Nations Peacekeeping from the first UN 
peacekeeping mission, the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO), in Palestine in 1948. 
As usual, the Service was attended by our patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC 
KC, plus a strong representation of Federal and State Parliament, the Armed services and police, the NSW 
consular corps, UN organisations, UN veterans and the community. The UN Day Oration was delivered 
by the Honourable Mitch Fifield who had just returned from New York, where he had been the Australian 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations. 2023 also marked the last Service by UNAA NSW Life 
Member Geoffrey Little as the coordinator and MC for this event. The contribution by Geoffrey in leading 
this event for some 30 years is greatly appreciated. 



WOMEN PEACE AND SECURITY PROGRAM 
An initial UNAA NSW video to promote the UN Women, Peace & Security (WPS) program and agenda 
was launched in November 2022 and was well-received. It introduced the WPS concept and its status in 
Australia. 

During 2023, a second video on Women, Peace and Security was developed in conjunction with our media 
partner, Audienced. This focused on the progress of the WPS agenda, the second Australian National 
Action Plan (NAP) and the call to action. It was launched on 22nd September 2023 - See Here
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War, violent conflict, 
terrorism and 

violent extremism have 
differential and devastating 
consequences for women 
and girls. In the face of this, 
women all over the world 
are leading movements for 
peace. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rcv0uJFeJHE&t=2s


YOUTH PEACE AND SECURITY WORKSHOP 
SEPTEMBER 2023 
On 20 September 2023, the Peace and Security Pillar team hosted a workshop with a dozen young 
people to promote the UN Youth, Peace and Security Program, engaging them on youth, peace and 
security issues. The event was held at the WSU city campus from 12pm – 5pm.

The workshop featured three keynote presentations by UN Youth, the Institute for Economics and Peace 
and the Indo Pacific Centre for Military Law, followed by three discussion sessions in groups. 

The workshop achieved its aims to promote action for peace, and to support the UN’s YPS agenda – by 
giving young people a voice and sharing their perspectives with the broader community.

The presentation of a Certificate of Attendance signed by UNAA NSW and UN Youth NSW was 
appreciated by the participants. 
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SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT PILLAR 
In 2024 The Sustainable Development Pillar Focused on three key events addressing climate change in the 
context of the IPCC Reports to address the outcomes for NSW and Australia. 

UNAA NSW SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PILLAR 
EVENT SERIES - AUGUST TO NOVEMBER 23. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PILLAR SERIES: SEEING IMPACTS, FINDING 
ADAPTATIONS AND DEVELOPING STRATEGIES - ‘THE PHYSICAL SCIENCE OF 
PERSPECTIVE AND ADAPTATIONS’.

The Physical Science of Climate Change: Perspective and Adaptations, was held to inform the audience 
about climate change science and how academics, science foundations and scientists perceive the latest 
understanding of our current climate conditions and what they mean to us. 

The guest speakers touched on the 2023 IPCC Report and related Sustainable Development Goals, sharing 
their knowledge on the current climate-affected situation in Australia. Audiences gained insight through 
collective voices exploring distinct aspects of Australia’s and NSW’s current lands, oceans and Antarctica.

Our guest speakers were dynamic and engaging academics and scientists with expertise and commitment 
to the sustainability of our environments, bringing their insights and perspectives to the event presentations 
and panel discussions. The event was aimed to inform the physical science of climate change, and provide 
an in-conversation relating to the UN IPCC Report focused on Physical Science and the SDG perspective, 
with audience questions answered. 

EVENT
1
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Event audience: 
•	 UNAA NSW Volunteers and Team Members  

UNAA NSW Executive Committee 
UNAA NSW Advisory Board members  
Students and Interns 

•	 Civil Society Non-Members
•	 Guest Speaker Sphere of Influence

Event date: August 28th, 2023 

Event location: WSU Parramatta CBD  
Macquarie St., Parramatta



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PILLAR SERIES: SEEING IMPACTS, FINDING 
ADAPTATIONS AND DEVELOPING STRATEGIES - ‘CONNECTING FOR ADAPTATIONS: 
AUSTRALIA’S CLIMATE INITIATIVES’ 

Event 2 focussed on how adaptations as pointed to in the 2023 IPCC Report are used to find solutions 
in resilient development. Our expert speakers and panellists defined real-life scenarios shaping resilient 
environments, renewable clean ideation through developing technologies to address our disruptive climate 
change occurrences, sustainable financial business solutions to transition to a clean economy, and genius 
ideas adapted to fight plastic pollution in our seas. 

The general topic of discussion was how humans can adapt to climate change through the eyes of business 
renewables, institutional sustainability, ocean NPOs and the viewpoint from a financial perspective to 
achieve Australian and global net zero targets with the findings of the IPCC AR6 and SDGs in mind. The 
event aimed to inform the audience and their questions answered. 

EVENT
2

UNAA NSW DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT  2023/24   |   23

Event audience: 
•	 UNAA NSW Volunteers and Team Members  

UNAA NSW Executive Committee
•	 UNAA NSW Advisory Board members
•	 Civil Society Non-Members
•	 Guest Speaker Sphere of Influence 

Event date: September 28th, 2023 

Event Location: WSU Parramatta CBD,  
Macquarie St., Parramatta



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PILLAR SERIES: SEEING IMPACTS, FINDING 
ADAPTATIONS AND DEVELOPING STRATEGIES: ‘OUR CLIMATE, OUR FUTURE: 
AUSTRALIAS MITIGATION AND DECARBONIZATION’.

Event 3 focused on how mitigation and decarbonization as pointed to in the 2023 IPCC Report are used 
to find solutions in resilient development. The United Nations 2023 International Panel on Climate Change 
Report (IPCC) calls for mitigation and decarbonisation across all sectors to limit global warming. 

Event 3 of this series will discuss the topic ‘Our Climate, Our Future: Australia’s Mitigation and 
Decarbonisation’ as Australia and NSW’s acute sustainable development thinkers culminate in a thought-
provoking discussion about what our country is doing to steward Australia’s environmental concerns.

 
 
In 2024 The Sustainable Development Pillar 
played a key role in supporting community 
partnerships in NSW to highlight major events 
and give value to our UNAA NSW membership 
and the wider community. We engaged with 
Impact X, NORA Sustainable Retail Go, and 
Climate Action Week Sydney.

EVENT
3
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Event audience:
•	 UNAA NSW Volunteers and Team 

Members
•	 UNAA NSW Executive Committee
•	 UNAA NSW Advisory Board members
•	 Students and Interns
•	 Civil Society Non-Members
•	 Guest Speaker Sphere of Influence

Event date: November 24th, 2023.

Event Location: 
The University of Sydney Business  
School CBD Campus, Level 17,  
133 Castlereagh Street, Sydney



MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS
This year has been a great one for the marketing and communications team who continues to expand its 
activities at the UNAA. Many new volunteers have joined the team with disciplines in marketing, social 
media, content, paid media, and coordination. We’re very excited about where the team is headed and 
continuing to help inspire Australians to take action and contribute to a brighter future for all.

We’re always looking for amazing people to join the team! Contact Nick Coulman at nick.coulman@unaa.
org.au to find out more. 
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UNITED NATIONS DAY  
GALA DINNER 
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As part of UNAA (NSW)’s UN Day celebrations, the prestigious UN Day Honour has been established to 
recognise an individual or organisation in Australia that has made a significant contribution to the work 
and purpose of the UN. Following approval and acceptance, the UN Day Honour is announced on UN 
Day and formally conferred upon the recipient at the UNNA NSW Gala Dinner, with presentation of an 
engraved trophy.

The 2023 UN Day Honor award was presented to WWF 
Australia CEO Tim Cronin by UNAA NSW President Patricia 

Jenkings in honor of WWF Australia’s significant contribution 
to the Sustainable Development Goals



MEDIA AND AUCTION ITEM SUPPORTERS

STYLIST: LESLEY CRAWFORD

EVENT SPONSOR
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PUBLIC OFFICER 
REPORT
As UNAA(NSW) Public Officer and an elected member of the Executive Committee, I endeavoured to see 
that the interests of the Association were protected. Throughout the year I maintained contact with non-
email members mainly by telephone and postal mail, occasionally drawing up and sending out a newsletter 
to keep the non-email members informed, who in return also telephoned and sent letters. In these ways I 
managed to let the non-email members feel secure in their membership. During the year, I also attended 
several events organized by various members of the Executive. 

Valerie Weekes

Public Officer, UNAA NSW.
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UNAA NSW Executive, UNAA Members and Distinguished Guests for United Nations Day 2023 
celebrations hosted by former Australian Governor General - General David Hurley AC, CVO, DSC, 
FTSE (Retd) and Mrs Linda Hurley, at Government House Canberra”



ASSISTED AT EVENTS (PER DR PATRICIA JENKINGS PAULA ROSE 
CASTRONOVA,  TIM FORD, BRETT MARTIN)  INCLUDING:
i)	 Booked and arranged venue for 28/10/23 Annual General Meeting and provided refreshments.
ii)	 Booked and arranged Castlereagh Boutique Hotel venue for : 17/2/24 Planning Meeting, 

9/7 Life Members’ Luncheon and 9/11/24 Annual General meeting.
iii)	 At 24/3/24 Ocean Lovers Festival, Bondi, in charge of Art Gallery and organised voting.
iv)	 At the 6/6 Free and Equal Symposium organised by the Human Rights Commission at Hyatt Regency in 

the City, acted as Usher, organising seating.
v)	 24/7 at the Australian Waste and Recycling Summit at Darling Harbour assisted as Usher.
vi)	 Provided Life Member Geoffrey Little  with information about UNA UK and Westminster Branch, as well 

as introductory letter.

EVENTS ATTENDED:
ENVIRONMENTAL 
• 24/11/23 Sydney University Business School - Our Climate. Our Future”. 
• 9/4/24 In City – Aeronautical Association on “Reducing Pollution in the Airline Industry”. 
• 14/5 – 15/5 in City - Various Climate Action Week events.

PEACE-KEEPING 
• �24/10/23 at Sydney Cenotaph. Laid wreath for United Nations Day commemorating those who fought for 

the United Nations.
• 28/5 University of Western Sydney -International Day of Peacekeepers celebrated.
• 16/7 University of Western Sydney – Film and talk – “The Future of United Nations Peace Operations”.

NAIDOC WEEK 
• 29/6 Sydney Overseas Terminal- NAIDOC WEEK Exhibition.

VICE-REGAL 
• �11/10/23 Government House Canberra – Reception for United Nations Day with His Excellency General 

the Honourable David Hurley, Governor-general of Australia and Patron of United Nations Association of 
Australia.

• �8/12/23 Government House Sydney – Reception with Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley, 
Governor of NSW and Patron of UNAA(NSW) for 75th Anniversary of First UN Peacekeeping Mission and 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

EDUCATIONAL 
• 14/3 Artificial Intelligence masterclasses organised by Price Waterhouse Coopers. 
• 8/6 NSW Parliament House – Model UN General Assembly where several schools participated.
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PUBLIC OFFICER DUTIES:
i)	 Received and read regularly the reports of the Charitable Commissioner concerning such items as 

registration and challenges being faced  by charities re expenses and liabilities.
ii)	 Registered officially with the ACNC the details of changes in UNAA(NSW) personnel.
iii)	 Attended regular Committee and other meetings as Public Officer and Committee Member.
iv)	 Maintained contact with non-email members mainly by telephone and postal mail.
v)	 Photocopied the UNAA(NSW) 2022-2023 Annual Report and mailed it to each non-email member.
vi)	 Used informative emails received to create newsletters to send to non-email members.
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GOVERNANCE
PATRON 
Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales.

COMMITTEE (as at 30 June 2024)
OFFICE-BEARERS 
ROLE NAME
President Dr Patricia Jenkings
Vice-President Operations  
And Lead Peace and Security Tim Ford AO

Vice-President Programs 
And Lead Global Citizenship Brett Martin

Secretary

Secretary (from 1 July 2024)

Neil Kenzler 

Bhavini  Doshi
Treasurer Darrel Yesburg (to 31 December) 

Neil Kenzler (Acting Treasurer 1 January - 30 June)   
Robert Booth (from 1 July 2024)

DIRECTORS
ROLE NAME
Director Human Rights Sahera Sumar
Director Marketing Nick Coulman
Director Schools Program Shaista Khan
Director Sustainable Development Paula Rose Castronova
Public Officer Valerie Weekes
Partnership (from 1 Jul 2024) Mateya Slobdonik
Director Laurie Patton
Director Steve Shea	 ON LEAVE
Director Michael Jefferies

EXECUTIVE MANAGER 
Mateya Slobodnik

OUR MEMBERS
We continue to receive strong support and engagement from our over 360 members - many who have 
volunteered as team members and assistants.
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OUR APPRECIATION
Our special thanks to those who served in the following roles during the year:
•	 Michael Jefferies – Director
•	 Darell Yesburg – Treasurer (to 31 December)
•	 Neil Kenzer – Acting Treasurer (1 January - 30 June)
•	 Jean Santos – Team Adviser			
•	 Andrea Spencer – Cooke – Team Adviser
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UNAA NSW LIFE MEMBERS 
LUNCHEON 9 JULY
Our annual Lunch to thank those members who have been awarded Life Membership, which 
acknowledges their significant contribution to UNAA NSW over many years, was held at the Castlereagh 
Boutique Hotel on 9th July. Eight Life members were present hosted by the President, Dr Patricia 
Jenkings, and the Vice President Operations. Several of our Life Members are still serving members of 
our Executive or active team members. 

During the Lunch, the President updated them on our present structure and activities and then presented 
each with the special Life Members lapel badge which had been agreed by the EC. There were smiles 
all around! A fitting recognition of the great service these Life Members have done and their continued 
support to our vision. 

Attendees from right: Geoffrey Little, Rev Geoffrey, Usher, Mrs Valerie Weekes, Rex Ogden (Standing), Franklin Scarf, President UNAA 
NSW Dr Patricia Jenkings, Dr Keith Suter AM, Lindsay Mell, UNAA NSW Vice President (OPs)Tim Ford, and (front) Kel Gleeson. 

Presentation of Life Member badge to Mrs Valerie Weekes (our current Public Officer)
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it is important that  

governments, civil society 

and communities work 

together to implement 

lasting solutions to reduce  

violence, deliver justice, 

combat corruption and 

ensure inclusive  

participation at all times.

Freedom to express views, 

in private and in public,  

must be guaranteed. 

People must be able to 

contribute to decisions 

that affect their lives. 

Laws and policies must be 

applied without any form 

of discrimination. Disputes 

need to be resolved through 

functioning political  

and justice systems.

National and local institu-

tions must be accountable 

and need to be in place 

to deliver basic services 

to families and commu-

nities equitably and with-

out the need for bribes. 

How does this goal apply 
to me, wherever I live?
Crimes that threaten the 

foundation of peaceful soci-

eties, including  

homicides, trafficking and 

other organized crimes, 

as well as discriminatory 

laws or practices, affect all 

countries. Even the world’s 

greatest democracies 

face major challenges in 

addressing corruption, crime 

and human rights violations 

for everyone at home.

What would be the cost of 
not taking action now? 
Armed violence and inse-

curity have a destructive 

impact on a country’s devel-

opment, affecting economic 

growth and often resulting 

in long-standing grievances 

among communities. 

Violence, in all its forms, 

has a pervasive impact on 

societies. Violence affects 

children’s health, devel-

opment and well-being, 

and their ability to thrive. It 

causes trauma and weak-

ens social inclusion.

Lack of access to justice 

means that conflicts remain 

unresolved and people 

cannot obtain protection 

and redress. Institutions that 

do not function accord-

ing to legitimate laws are 

prone to arbitrariness and 

abuse of power, and less 

capable of delivering pub-

lic services to everyone.

To exclude and to dis-

criminate not only vio-

lates human rights, but 

also causes resentment 

and animosity, and could 

give rise to violence.

What can we do?
Take a genuine interest in 

what your government is 

doing. Raise awareness in 

your community about the 

realities of violence and the 

importance of peaceful and 

just societies, and identify 

how you can pursue the 

SDGs in your daily life.

Exercise your right to hold 

your elected officials to 

account. Exercise your right 

to freedom of information 

and share your opinion with 

your elected representatives. 

Be the change – promote 

inclusion and respect 

towards people of different 

backgrounds, ethnic origins, 

religions, gender, sexual 

orientations or different 

opinions. Together, we can 

help to improve conditions 

for a life of dignity for all.  

To find out more 

about Goal #16 and 

other Sustainable 

Development Goals, visit: 

http://www.un.org/
sustainabledevelopment

www.unaa.org.au/divisions/new-south-wales
Email: nsw@unaa.org.au

nswunaa unaansw unaansw bit.ly/2Hr0I6f
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